2. PHONOLOGY OUTLINE 

This section gives an outline of the sound system of Kuuku Ya*u and Umpila, and shows 
the letter forms that should be used to put it into writing, A more detailed description may 
be found in *A Phonology of Kuuku Ya*u' (Thompson 1976), 

In Kuuku Ya'u and Umpila there are fifteen consonants and six vowels, contrasting as 
shown in the chart below. 

2.1, CHART OF PHONEMES 

The chart lists the letter forms chosen to put the sounds into written form (orthography). 
The distinctive linguistic symbols are shown in brackets. 

There is no distinction in the language between p/b, t/d, ch/j, or k/g. The voiceless forms 
( p, t, chy ^ ) are used for stops as these forms are characteristic of speakers of these 
dialects. 

Note that some of these sounds do not occur in English: th, \ nh. Also ng is used at 
the beginning of words in Kuuku Ya*u and Umpila but not in English. So English 
speakers learning the language have to take extra care to learn these sounds. See the 
Guide to Pronunciation (Section 7) for further information. 



CONSONANTS 





BILABIAL 


LAMINO- 


APICO- 


LAMINO- 


DORSO- 


GLOTTAL 






DENTAL 


ALVEOLAR 


PALATAL 


VELAR 




Voiceless 














stops 


P 


th(t) 


t 


ch(tj) 


k 


' (') 


Nasals 


m 


nhin) 


n 


ny(n) 


ng(r) ) 




Laterals 






I 








Vibrant 






r(r) 








Semi-vowels 


w 






y 







VOWELS 



High 
Low 



FRONT 



hll 



CENTRAL 



a,aa 



BACK 



u, uu 
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